
 

 

 

 

Description of a Passover Seder 
A Passover Seder is the annual feast or meal that accompanies the Jewish holiday of Passover. This 
holiday commemorates God's "passing-over" the houses of the children of Israel during their bondage 
under Egypt. It was the 10th plague, the death of the 1st born, that resulted in their freedom from their 
slavery to Egypt.  

The festival lasts for eight evenings and seven days (as a "day" in the Jewish world begins at sundown 
instead of sunrise). The main meal commonly takes place on the first night of the festival, though some 
communities will celebrate with a Seder on the second night, or in addition to the first night. The 
implementation of the Seder comes from the command to remember the events of Egypt in Exodus 13:8 
and focusses on the family reading (or retelling) of the Exodus account. This account includes multiple 
prayers and rejoices of thanksgiving to God not simply for the events of old but for the events and 
blessings of the present.  

Although the basis of the Seder is the same for most Jews around the world, every family and community 
has its own variations and traditions that they have added overtime to make the Seder unique to their 
circumstances. This has resulted in a beautiful heritage of rich and diverse traditions surrounding this 
event.  

Following the retelling of the Exodus narrative, the family gathers for a large meal (often lamb), one of 
the most cherished feasts of the whole year! Following the meal, they close the evening off with an 
expectation for the Messiah's coming as well as a dedication over the family that comes with the hopeful 
proclamation that next year we will do this once more, but in Jerusalem. 

 

What are the Elements? 
    These are the elements that you will need for the Seder Haggadah (reading Ceremony). 

•    A bowl of salt water 

•    A bowl of fresh water and a towel for washing hands 

•    Matzah – Either one large piece per person (that can be broken up) or three smaller pieces 

•    Beitza - A boiled egg 

•    Zeroah - A lamb shank bone (or any animal bone substitute that is attainable) 

•    Yayin - Grape juice (enough for 4+ cups per person) 

•    Maror - Horseradish 

•    Karpas - Some type of favorless green vegetable, usually a piece of lettuce, parsley or celery  



•    Charoset – An apple, cinnamon and grape juice mix.  

In addition to this, you are going to want to have a family meal during the Seder, but this can be anything 
that the family desires! 

 

Why would we do this as Christians? 
 "Why would I do this? Isn't this a Jewish Festival?" The Passover Seder is something you most likely 
already commemorate on a regular basis, though in a condensed form, through the act of Communion. 
The Gospels tell us that on the night Jesus was betrayed, he had a Passover meal with his disciples (Luke 
22:15). It is during this meal we find the breaking and consuming of the elements, the bread, and the 
wine, which are staples of the Passover Seder.  

With this in mind, when we partake of a Passover meal we are fulfilling in remembrance what Paul 
speaks of in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, partaking of the meal and all of the elements with the understanding 
not only that Israel was passed over in Egypt from 10th plague, the plague of death, but that we too have 
been passed over eternal death by the saving work of Jesus on the cross,  and therefore "Proclaiming the 
Lord death until he comes" just as was commanded.    

 

  

 


