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Holy Land Tour with Friendship Church 
 

PROGRAM ITINERARY | May 25-June 4, 2020 
 

Day 1 - Depart from the U.S. | May 25 
We depart from the States for a life-changing journey to the Holy Land, where the Bible will unfold before our 
very eyes. Throughout this experience, we will explore the origins of our faith, how to embody that faith here in 
the present, and how we can pass it on to the next generation. 

 
Day 2 - Arrive in Israel | May 26 
Flying over the Mediterranean, we reach the shores of Israel. Upon our arrival to the Ben Gurion Airport, we will 
be met by our Israeli guide and transfer to our hotel in Tel Aviv on the Mediterranean coast. We will then check 
into our rooms, enjoy a wonderful buffet dinner, and withdrawal for a good night’s rest. 

 
Day 3 - Caesarea, Mount Carmel, and Arbel Synagogue | May 27 
After a rich Israeli breakfast, we begin our tour of Israel at Caesarea. This remarkable site is the city of 
Cornelius the Roman Centurion, who became the first Gentile follower of Jesus. We will visit the Roman 
theatre, view the harbor from which the apostle Paul sailed to Rome, and witness the impressive first-century 
water aqueduct. Leaving the Mediterranean coast, we travel north to Mount Carmel, where Elijah held the 
contest with 450 prophets of Baal. We then journey through the Jezreel Valley heading toward the fourth- 
century A.D. Arbel Synagogue. Dinner and overnight by the Sea of Galilee. 

 
Day 4 - Nazareth, Kefar Kedem, and Magdala | May 28 
We begin our morning with a drive to Nazareth, Jesus' boyhood home, and see the church and the ancient 
homes of Nazareth Afterwards, we will travel to Kefar Kedem, where the group will share an immersive 
experience in the world of the Bible, which will include dressing in ancient clothing, learning the art of ancient 
bread-making, and enjoying an ancient-style lunch.  Then we proceed to the newly excavated first-century 
village of Magdala, where we will view part of the ancient city and a first-century synagogue where Jesus likely 
taught. Dinner and overnight on the Sea of Galilee. 

 
Day 5 - Jordan River, Chorazin, Katzrin, Capernaum, Nof Ginnosar, and afternoon boat ride on the Sea 
of Galilee | May 29 
We begin our morning with a visit to the Jordan River baptismal site, where participants will have the 
opportunity to be baptized. Our journey then takes us to the land where 95% of Jesus' ministry recorded in the 
Gospels took place. We begin at the site of Chorazin, the remains of one of the cities in which Jesus 
ministered, followed by a visit to the ancient Jewish village of Katzrin. Afterward an amazing St. Peter’s Lunch, 
we will make our way to Capernaum, where Jesus spent much of His ministry. Lastly, we will visit Nof 
Ginnosar, the place where an ancient first-century boat is housed and will then conclude our boat ride on the 
Sea of Galilee. Dinner and overnight on the Sea of Galilee. 

 
Day 6 - Har Bental, Nimrod's Fortress, Banias, and Dan | May 30 
Today, we journey to the northern region of Israel. Following the accounts described in the Gospel of Luke 
chapter 9, we reach Mount Hermon, where the earliest Christian traditions place Jesus’ Transfiguration. We 
begin at Har Bental on the Israeli border overlooking Syria. We then make our way to Nimrod’s Fortress 
situated on the southern slopes of Mount Hermon. At the foot of the mountain, we will visit Banias, one of the 
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headwaters of the Jordan River and the site of Caesarea Philippi, in whose region Peter confessed Jesus as 
the Messiah. From there, we will continue to the nature reserve at Dan. After a refreshing walk through the 
beautiful reserve, we will see Jeroboam’s Altar. Nearby, we will also visit a city gate from the time of Abraham 
and learn about the importance of the gate in the social life of the city in Old Testament times. Dinner and 
overnight by the Sea of Galilee. 

 
Day 7 - Masada, Qumran, Dead Sea, and Wadi Qilt | May 31 
Today, we will travel from Tiberias to the Dead Sea, the lowest place in the world at 1300 feet below sea 
level. Our first stop is the astonishing ruins of Masada. Using a cable car (optional hike up for those who 
wish), we reach Herod's magnificent fortress and the site of Jewish rebels' stand against Rome. Well 
preserved storehouses, cisterns, and palaces will be among the features to explore. We will continue to the 
site of Qumran, near the caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found. Afterwards, we will make our way to 
the Dead Sea for a float on the salty sea. Our day ends with a stop at Wadi Qilt (Jericho Road overlook) as 
we discuss the significance of this ancient road between Jericho and Jerusalem. Dinner and overnight in 
Jerusalem. 

 
Day 8 - Yad Vashem, Bethlehem, and free time | June 1 
Our morning will begin with a visit to Yad Vashem, the memorial to the Holocaust, which allows us to 
understand the miraculous birth of the modern State of Israel. Our afternoon takes us to the hometown of 
David, Bethlehem, where we visit the birthplace of Jesus. Our time in Bethlehem includes a visit to 
Shepherds’ Fields, which overlooks the fields where David shepherded his flocks and the shepherds heard 
the good news of the birth of Jesus. Afterwards, we will enjoy free time in the Old City of Jerusalem. Dinner 
and overnight in Jerusalem. 

 
Day 9 - Israel Museum, City of David, and Davidson Center, Southern Steps, Western Wall | June 2 
We begin our day with a visit to the Israel Museum, where we will see the world-famous Dead Sea Scrolls and 
the Shrine of the Book that houses them. We will also view a scale model of Jerusalem just before its 
destruction by the Romans in A.D. 70 and visit the archaeological wing of the museum. Afterwards, we will 
explore the ancient City of David and see the Pool of Siloam. In the afternoon, we gather in the Davidson 
Center at the southern end of the Temple Mount to view the excavations of the destruction of the Jerusalem 
Temple by the Romans in A.D. 70. We will take this opportunity to highlight key events in the New Testament 
that took place in and around the Temple. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. 

 
Day 10 - Mount of Olives, Dominus Flevit, Garden of Gethsemane, Jaffa Gate, Cardo, Gennath Gate, 
Wohl Museum, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and Communion | June 3 
Our morning begins with one last overlook of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives. We will walk down the 
mount, visiting the church of Dominus Flevit ("Our Lord Wept"), which commemorates Jesus' weeping over 
Jerusalem. Continuing down the mountain, we will stop at the Garden of Gethsemane, where we reflect on 
Jesus' agonizing moments wrestling to submit to the will of his Father. We will then begin the afternoon by 
visiting Jaffa Gate and see David's Citadel, the vicinity of the palace of Herod the Great and its praetorium. 
From Jaffa Gate, we will walk through the Armenian Quarter to the Jewish Quarter of the Old City descending 
to the Byzantine Cardo of Jerusalem, where we see the walls of ancient Jerusalem dating to the eighth century 
B.C. and the second century B.C. In the Jewish Quarter, we will proceed to the Wohl Museum, which contains 
three houses from the first century that most likely belonged to the high priests of the Temple. Afterwards, we 
will walk to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the site of Jesus' crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. We will end 
the tour with prayer and communion at a first century rolling stone tomb. Finally, we will head back to the hotel 
for dinner and packing, and we will then proceed to the Ben Gurion Airport for our departure flight from Israel. 

 
Day 11 | June 4 
Arrive in the U.S. 


