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Christian Life Center Greece Tour 
PROGRAM ITINERARY |  June 12-21, 2021             
 
 
Day 1 –Saturday June 12 
Depart from the U.S. 
 
Day 2 –Sunday June 13 Athens-Thessaloniki  
Arrive in Athens. Welcome to Athens! You will connect to your late afternoon flight to Thessaloniki (Acts 17:1-
2) which is well known for the two New Testament books that were written about it called 1 and 2 
Thessalonians. Upon arrival transfer to the hotel for check in, dinner and overnight stay. (D) 
 
Day 3 –Monday, June 14 Thessaloniki  
Enjoy a drive to the upper part of the Old City Walls and the Great Gate, which connects the city with the Via 
Egnatia (Via Egnatia was the transcontinental east-west road of the Roman Empire built in the second century 
BC). Here we have excellent views of the city and the opportunity to take pictures. From here we continue on 
foot to visit the Vlatadon Monastery, which is built on the spot believed to have been the home of Jason. We 
continue with a sightseeing drive of the city viewing the White Tower, the statue of Alexander the Great, and 
the triumphal Arch of Galerius and Rotunda, which were later converted to the Church of St. George. Then we 
will view the remains of the Palace complex of Galerius (late third century AD) and the Roman forum. We will 
visit St. Demetrius' Church with its early Byzantine mosaics. At Thessaloniki (Acts 17:1) Paul went immediately 
to the synagogue where, for three Saturdays, he explained the prophecies of the Old Testament to Jews and 
Greeks. According to the Book of the Acts, many Greeks believed and even many chief women (Acts 17:1-4). 
Paul wrote two epistles to the Thessalonians, both in the canon of the New Testament. Enjoy the remainder 
of the day at leisure. Dinner and overnight at the hotel. (B & D) 
 
Day 4–Tuesday, June 15 Philippi-Kavala-Thessaloniki  
Today we will visit Philippi (1 Thessalonians 2:2) where Paul preached his first evangelical sermon and 
baptized the first Christians on European soil. We will see what is thought to have served as a prison for Paul, 
the famous Acropolis, the Market Place, Basilica, and the Theatre. We will then see the spring where Lydia 
was baptized (Acts 16:14-15), which is also where the first European Christians came to Christ and were 
baptized. Next, we will visit Kavala or Ancient Neapolis (Acts 16:10), Greece's most beautiful mainland port. 
Paul landed here with his disciples, Timothy and Silas. Luke, the Evangelist also came here from Troas (Troy). 
This ancient city of Neapolis was later renamed Hristopoulos, because it was the first European city to accept 
Christianity. We will then enjoy some free time in this beautiful city before returning to Thessaloniki for dinner 
and overnight stay. (B & D) 
 
Day 5 –Wednesday, June 16 Thessaloniki-Vergina Berea-Kalambaka  
Breakfast at hotel. We depart for Kalambaka with a stop at Vergina (ancient Aigai), the old capital of the 
Macedonian kingdom (5th to 2nd centuries BC). There we visit the most important tomb ever discovered that 
of Philip II of Macedonia, the father of Alexander the Great, which was found intact. Here we see the fabulous 
findings from the tomb of Philip II, father of Alexander the Great, made by the archaeologist Manolis 
Andronikos. We continue to Berea where the Apostle Paul arrived, and according to his custom went to the 
synagogue where, to his pleasant surprise, he discovered that these Jews were “more noble” than those he 
had encountered in Thessalonica. We see the Byzantine mosaic in the monument commemorating his 
preaching and visit the Jewish synagogue (it the time allows). According to the local tradition, it was at this 
place where he stood and delivered his sermons (Acts 17:10-11). Continue to Kalambaka for check in, dinner 
and overnight stay. (B & D) 
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Day 6 –Thursday, June 17 Kalambaka-Meteora-Athens  
Enjoy a spectacular drive up to visit two of the Meteora Monasteries, famous for their ageless Byzantine 
museums perched precariously on huge finger-like rocks, exhibiting superb icons, old manuscripts and unique 
mosaics and frescoes. Drive to Athens and check in at the hotel for dinner and overnight stay. (B & D) 
 
Day 7 –Friday, June 18 Athens  
Today we enjoy a full day tour of Athens (Acts 17:15). Our first visit this morning will be to the Acropolis 
Museum, focused on the findings of the archaeological site of the Acropolis of Athens, which houses every 
artifact found on the rock and on its feet, from the Greek Bronze Age to Roman and Byzantine Greece. It also 
lies on the archaeological site of Makrigianni and the ruins of a part of Roman and early Byzantine Athens. We 
then climb up to the marble-capped Acropolis, the sacred rock of Athens, the citadel and the sanctuary of the 
city in antiquity. We visit the famous Parthenon and the Erechtheion. We continue to nearby Mars' Hill (or 
Areopagus) to read Acts 17:22 where Paul delivered his well-known sermon and spoke about the inscription: 
“to an unknown god”. We walk down to the Agora, which was formerly the commercial hub of ancient Athens 
and birthplace of politics and philosophy. Here the apostle Paul reasoned with the most skeptical audience he 
met in the course of his travels. We see the very well-preserved Doric Temple of Hephaestus (or Thesseion) 
and the Stoa of Attalos, an arcade built by Attalos II, king of Pergamum, used as a retail market. Today it is a 
museum, displaying statutes, pottery and especially coins. Overnight in Athens. (B & D) 
 
Day 8 –Saturday, June 19 Free Day Athens  
Free day to Explore Athens. Dinner and overnight in Athens. (B & D) 
 
Day 9 –Sunday, June 20 Corinth-Cenchrea-Athens  
Our excursion out of Athens takes us by the Saronic Gulf, where in 480 BC history’s root was changed! The 
small Grecian fleet managed to defeat the enormously powerful armada of the Persians. From here, via the 
historic Corinthian Canal, we arrive at ancient Corinth (Acts 18:1-18). Here Paul stayed for one and a half 
years during his first visit, the longest he stayed in any of the cities he visited except Ephesus. Paul wrote at 
least four letters addressed to the church of Corinth two of which are found in the New Testament. From 
Corinth, he wrote three and possibly four epistles addressed to the first Christians in Rome, Thessalonica and 
Galatia. You will visit the ancient Agora (forum), the Temple of Apollo, the Roman Odeon, the Bema where 
Paul stood in front of Gallio (Acts 18:12-17), the Roman pro-consul of Achaea. You will see the inscription of 
Erastus, the treasurer of the city, mentioned in the epistle to Romans (Acts 19:22; Romans 16:23; 2 Timothy 
4:20). The small local archaeological museum here is an absolute must! In Romans 16:23 Paul mentions his 
friend Erastus and we will see an inscription to him at the site. We continue to see the ruins of an early Christian 
5th century basilica in Cenchrea before returning to the hotel in Athens for dinner and overnight stay. (B & D) 
 
Day 10 –Monday, June 21 Athens Departure  
Transfer to the Athens Airport for return flights to the U.S 
 


